
NNLM MAR Academic SAG Meeting Minutes 
February 13, 2019 

 

TOPIC DISCUSSIONS/RECOMMENDATIONS ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN 

Attendees David Nolfi (chair), Karla Block, Elsa Bruguier, Jacqueline 
Bryant, Christopher Duffy, Nancy Glassman, Anita Kuiken, 
Sherry Morgan, Michelle Price, Elaina Vitale (NNLM MAR) 

Elaina called the meeting to order at 10:30 
am.  

MAR updates Elaina shared MAR’s funding announcements with group 
(https://nnlm.gov/mar/funding) and clarified differences in 
funding this year compared to past years. Elaina also 
shared suite of trainings MAR is providing for interested 
applicants, including All of Us Community Engagement 
funding webinar, Grants and Proposal Writing webinar, and 
Health Statistics on the web. MAR staff have geared these 
trainings specifically towards applicants in MAR’s region.  

SAG members will share funding 
announcements with colleagues and listservs 
as appropriate.   

Critical Appraisal Institute for 
Librarians: SAG member 
update 

Elaina informed group about a 2018-2019 MAR funded 
project, the Critical Appraisal Institute for Librarians, 
coordinated by librarians at the New York Medical College 
and other librarians across the country. CAIFL is a 6 week 
online program designed to educate librarians about all 
aspects of critical appraisal, and will cultivate librarian 
confidence in critically appraising literature. Participants 
are eligible for 35 MLA CE. Two SAG members, Sherry and 
Michelle, are current participants in CAIFL and shared their 
experiences thus far. Both members report satisfaction 
with class content and delivery methods, are excited to 

SAG members will share CAIFL 
announcement with colleagues and listservs 
as appropriate 
(https://guides.library.nymc.edu/CAIFL). 

https://nnlm.gov/mar/funding
https://guides.library.nymc.edu/CAIFL


apply content to their current work, and are both thinking 
about ways to continue to further their knowledge after 
CAIFL concludes. CAIFL organizers intend to offer CAIFL 
again in 2020.  

SAG member updates  David Nolfi shared news of a successful hire at 
Duquesne for a health sciences librarian with health 
professions responsibilities. He had an article 
published in JMLA about interprofessional education 
(http://jmla.mlanet.org/ojs/jmla/article/view/455), 
and is continuing to receive many requests for 
systematic and scoping reviews.  

 Karla Block shared news that she is working to 
support the nursing accreditation process at her 
college. She worked on a freshman orientation 
program and introduced a lockbox (modeled on 
escape rooms).  She is participating on a 
microcredentials committee and is working to 
support an expanded nursing program at TCC in 
partnership with a local hospital.  

 Elsa Bruguier is currently the solo librarian at her 
campus of UCC and is supporting the college as it 
expands programs. She is also working on several 
campus accreditation efforts.   

 Jackie Bryant is also working on accreditation for 
nursing at PCC, and is putting together classes and 
materials for National Nutrition Month. Elaina 
shared NNLM class on nutrition 
(https://nnlm.gov/classes/nutrition).  

Elaina is organizing a national webinar about 
librarians supporting accreditation efforts at 
their institutions (several SAG members have 
volunteered to speak). TBD: October 2019.  
 
Members of group are individually meeting 
to discuss challenges and support for 
systematic review services and migrations to 
new ILS.  
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 Nancy Glassman announced news Einstein is moving 
to a new ILS and requested feedback if others had 
made a similar transition. She is also working on 
collaborations with students and post docs on 
scholarly communication.  

 Anita Kuiken announced success of systematic 
review program and requested feedback on how to 
support with a small staff. She is also mentoring an 
LIS student.  

 Sherry Morgan reports very busy systematic review 
services as well; and shared news about her work 
with MPH and nursing grad students. She also 
shared an update about participating in CAIFL (see 
above).  

 Michelle Price shared update about CAIFL 
participation (see above), and work on systematic 
reviews and on research methods with students. She 
continues to receive consulting requests at a high 
volume for each.    

Wrap-up Next meeting: May 2019. Elaina will send poll in April 2019 to 
determine member availability and schedule 
next meeting. Meeting adjourned at 11:25 
am. 

 


